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One, Two…

TREE!

OWL asked Felix some questions about  
his inspiration, his role models, and the 
lessons he has learned so far. 

OWL: What inspired you to start 
Plant-for-the-Planet?
Felix: When I was nine years old, I realized that 
many adults were only talking about what they 
wanted to do against climate crisis but not doing 
anything about it. So I decided that we children 
had to do it on our own and fight for our future.  
I started with planting my first tree at my school. 

OWL: Who is your role model?
Felix: A woman named Wangari Maathai. She 
planted 30 million trees in 30 years together with 
many women in Africa. I realized that if one 
person could achieve this, we children have at 
least the same power. 

OWL: What is the greatest lesson you’ve 
learned so far?
Felix: Children really have the power to make 
a change. Never forget: “One mosquito can’t 
do anything against a rhino, but a thousand 
mosquitoes can make a rhino change its 
direction.” 

OWL: How can OWL readers get involved in 
your initiative?
Felix:  You can organize your own planting 
activities at your schools and in your hometowns. 
Planted trees can be registered on our website. 
You can be part of the global network, with over 
12.6 billion trees already planted and 100,000 
active children all over the world. 

For more info, visit the 
Plant-for-the-Planet website at 

www.plant-for-the-planet.org. 

Trees may grow slowly, 
but Plant-for-the-Planet 
has developed into a 
worldwide movement in 
just six short years. 

December 7, 2011 
The UNEP Billion Tree 
Campaign is handed over 
to Plant-for-the-Planet’s 
Children Foundation. 
From now on, adults tell 
children how many trees 
they have planted.

January 31, 2010 
Plant-for-the-Planet’s 
Children Foundation is 
established to help foster 
young climate justice 
ambassadors who organize 
planting activities and 
educate others around  
the world.

September 21, 2009
Plant-for-the-Planet’s global 
campaign “Stop Talking. 
Start Planting” is launched 
during the UN General 
Assembly in New York. It 
promotes the belief that 
now is the time for action.

June 20, 
2008 
Felix is 
elected to the 
Junior Board 
of the UNEP.

August 27, 2007 
At the United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) Youth Conference, Felix 
and children from 57 countries 
promise to plant one million 
trees in each of their countries.

March 28, 2007 
The first tree is planted at the 
Munich International School 
in Germany, launching  
Plant-for-the-Planet.

January 19, 2007 
Felix gives a class lecture 
on the climate crisis and 
is soon travelling to other 
schools in Germany to 
spread his message.

Planting Power
If every person on the planet plants 150 trees, 
Plant-for-the-Planet will reach its goal of  
1,000 billion trees by 2020. You can plant 
trees where you live and register them online, 
or you can make a donation. Plant-for-the-
Planet promises to plant one tree for every 
Euro ($1.30 CDN) donated. Donations are used 
to plant trees in southern regions of the world, 
including Costa Rica, Ecuador, Congo, Namibia, 
and Malaysia. 

In 2007, at age nine, Felix Finkbeiner from 
Germany founded Plant-for-the-Planet, an 
initiative that aims to raise awareness about 
the global climate crisis. In an effort to reduce 
the effects of climate change, Felix and other 
children started planting trees in Germany and 
around the globe. Felix is now 15 years old, and 
Plant-for-the-Planet is active in 193 countries 
and has planted more than 12 billion trees. 

Read on to learn more about Felix and the 
power of planting trees. 

One Tree at a Time

Through clearing forests and burning fossil 
fuels such as coal, gas, and oil, humans have 
dramatically increased the amount of carbon 
dioxide in the Earth’s atmosphere. The climate 
is changing. And rising temperatures are having 
a negative effect on the environment, causing 
severe storms and droughts, and destroying 
animal habitats. But by planting trees, which 
breathe in carbon dioxide and breathe out 
oxygen, we can help. 

What’s Wrong with Our 
Planet’s Climate?


