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Want to get good, student-friendly (and 
engaging) reading material in your class? OWL 
Magazine is Canada’s longest-running youth 
magazine; still going strong after 35 years. 
Biased as I may be – for a few years, I was 
the kids’ page editor of the magazine – I’ve 
seen and used OWL in my classroom, both 
for unstructured reading periods, as well 
as focused, guided lessons throughout the 
language block. 

OWL provides numerous reading opportunities 
that don’t pander or talk down to its 9 to 13 
year old readership. The editorial team know 
they’re competing with magazines that feature 
the cast of the Twilight movies, and manage to 
put out a magazine that stays true to its roots 
– to nurture children’s development with 
educationally entertaining material – as well 
as stay abreast of what matters to its readers 
living in a media-saturated age. 

Oh, and a good chunk of the articles can help 
you out when you’re lesson planning. 

Both regular features Hot Topic and Talk 
About It serve as great writing prompts 
in the junior classroom. When introducing 
persuasive writing to students, I’ve often 
turned to the Hot Topic feature. Each Hot 
Topic is one magazine spread that covers two 
sides of an issue that’s topical and relevant to 
students, for example, should students wear 
school uniforms, should teachers be graded 
on rating websites, etc. Featuring input from 
peers and experts, most Hot Topics include a 
variety of quotes, statistics, and arguments to 
help students support a particular opinion and 
provide evidence.  All you need are four issues 
of OWL to create a mini-unit following the 

gradual line of release with modelled, shared, 
guided, and independent writing lessons. 

Talk About It, another regular department, 
is an Ann Landers-style advice forum in 
which readers relay personal problems and 
seek advice from both fellow OWL readers 
as well as a subject expert. I’ve planned 
numerous lessons in which students practise 
letter-writing skills, and I find that student 
motivation can be quite high when they know 
their advice might actually make it into print. 
Having worked on the column, I know that 
the magazine is certainly grateful to receive a 
classroom’s worth of potential pull quotes and 
excerpts to print! 

Animal of the Month offers great 
photography, and the diverse range of animals 
covered make these good fact file-type entries 
that could be accumulated for a science life 
systems unit. 

DIY, a regular Do-It-Yourself spread is an easy 
guide to procedural writing, and gives students 
an activity to do afterwards. 

In short, OWL is a welcome addition to the 
classroom, whether you want to use the 
magazine as part of your instructional day, or 
just as another piece of user-friendly reading 
material. 
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