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Ask students to read this month’s installment of Dr. Zed. Based on the 
experiment, discuss the concept of traction, and talk about different 
types of traction. Then, as a class, make a list of things that have traction 
(e.g., shoes, socks, gloves, car tires, bike tires, scooters, etc.). 

Note: This activity may require some research. Take a short trip around 
the block and look for things with traction in the neighbourhood or head 
to the school library to look for books with a related theme. 

Things with Traction
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Animal of the Month 
European Hedgehog

ANIMAL FACTS

•  European hedgehogs are small 
mammals, about the size of 
guinea pigs.

•  They live in forests and deserts 
in parts of Asia and Europe.

•  They roll up in a ball when they 
feel threatened and use their 
sharp quills against predators.
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•  European hedgehogs are 
omnivores. Their diet consists 
of fruit, bird eggs, and insects.

•  They hibernate in the winter, 
taking a long nap until spring  
arrives.

Follow-up Activity:
European hedgehogs resemble animals like porcupines and pangolins. Research with a partner 

how those species are different and how they are the same.
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1.  Does Jaxon’s bicycle look like an average bike? Why or why not? 

2. Based on Merva’s description, how do you use a ruzz-duddle?

3. What kind of vehicles are allowed to enter the race?

Story   
The Space Chronicles:  
The Race

Read the story aloud to the class. Before you begin, skim and scan the 
text, pausing at the title and each illustration. Encourage students to 
hypothesize events in the story and the overall plot. Then, after reading 
the story, have students answer the following discussion questions. 
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4.  What does “pan-galactic” mean?

5.  How did Jaxon’s adventures with Merva and TURP help him in 
the race? 

6.  What was the outcome of the race? What could Jaxon have 
done differently in the race?

Story
The Space Chronicles:
The Race

Follow-up Question: Have you ever competed in a race or competition? 
Brainstorm a few different types of competitions (marathons, triathlons, 
swim meets, etc.). What might be some of the rules when you compete in  
a race or competition?


