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Ask students to read this month’s Science Up Close section and learn about 
the science behind biometrics. This fascinating topic will engage students and 
encourage them to examine the past, present, and future of all things related to 
identity. 

Discussion Questions: 

•   What is biometrics?

•  What do people normally use to prove who they are?

•  What is a faceprint?

•   What is a voiceprint?

•   How are fingerprints used for identification?

•  What body parts can be used to verify who you are? 

•  Which method do you think would be most effective?

Follow-up activity: Have students review the timeline through the ages. 
Discuss how identity has changed over time and the impact technology has had 
on identity.  As you discuss, consider things like social media, identity theft, and 
your digital footprint. How does technology keep your identity safe, and how can 
technology put your identity in danger?

Science Up Close
The Secret World of 
Biometrics



Hot Topic
The Cursive Case
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Ask students to read the hot topic on cursive writing. You can divide the class in half 
and highlight the major points raised in the article, or students can read the text on 
their own. 

Based on the reading material and their own experiences, have each student write 
down their thoughts and opinions on the matter. Then, ask students to find someone 
in their community that was taught cursive writing in school and interview them about 
their experiences with the process. Students will need to discuss the benefits and 
drawbacks of cursive writing, as well as reflect on how the digital world has changed 
the way we learn language and how we write. 

Sample interview questions: 
Were you taught cursive writing as a kid? Why or why not?
If so, in what grade did you learn cursive writing? 
Should cursive writing be taught in schools?
What are the benefits of cursive writing?
What are the drawbacks of cursive writing? 
How hard is it to learn cursive writing?
Has technology changed the way we learn to write? Explain your reasons.
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Ask students to read this month’s edition of the Max Finder comic. Then, have 
them read it again but this time focus on the sequential art. Discuss with students 
the notion that a person can tell any story of any genre in comic form. Bring in 
other comics for kids from various genres (humour, mystery, history, science 
fiction) and compare the sequential art to that of Max. 

Prompt students to consider the following questions: 

Sequential Art

What works in the story?

What does not work?

Is the art linear (panels one after the other chronologically)?

What visual cues does the author use to convey a message? 

Are any panels wordless? 

Are the characters drawn consistently?

Does the art bleed off the page?

Are the panels on every page the same size or different shapes? 

Max Finder
The Case of the  
Replica Robin Hood

As a follow-up activity, encourage students to brainstorm ideas for their own 
comic book story. It can take the form of a comic strip, a short comic book, or 
a long graphic novel. The stories can be wordless, linear, in black-and-white, or 
in colour. Encourage students to visualize the images in their stories. Thinking in 
visual terms is a great first step to creating a work of art, regardless of your ability 
to draw or colour.  


