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In the Insider section of OWL this month, guest editor Commander Hadfield 
talks about how to think like an astronaut. Hadfield says, “I wasn’t born an 
astronaut! I turned myself into one.” What sorts of skills does a person need to 
become an astronaut? Can one apply those skills to other aspects of life? Ask 
students to discuss these questions after reading the article.

Next, discuss the role astronauts play in the science of space. Why is it 
important to study space? How does it help solve problems on Earth? What 
tools are used to identify planets? 

The Curiosity rover spent nearly two years on Mars. Have students create a 
poster of the rover with photos and descriptions about the mission. Based on 
the information in the text, students can also hypothesize future findings.

Follow-Up Activities:

• Research NASA’s Mars Exploration Rover Mission (MER), an ongoing robotic 
space mission exploring the planet Mars. How many robots have been used 
in the mission? What are the similarities and differences between the rovers? 
Chart the discoveries of each rover. 

• Design an astronaut suit. Ask students to refer back to photographs 
throughout history for previous styles and fashions. Students can also draw 
on popular culture and get inspired through TV, films, and graphic novels. 

Classroom Connections: science, language arts, media literacy, art, history

Insider  
Space Journey



Incredible!
Tracking the  
Burrowing Owl
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Read the Incredible! article as a class and discuss some of the reasons the burrowing 
owl population is declining. Based on the article, could other types of owls also be at 
risk? How can tracking owls help save them? 

Create a three-fold brochure all about the burrowing owl. Include its features, a 
map of where it lives, some fast facts, and how this new technology can help owl 
populations thrive again.
 

Follow-Up Activities:

• Research other North American owls that may be at risk and initiatives  
to save them 

• Create a short Public Service Announcement about burrowing owls

• Brainstorm ways you can raise awareness about the plight of burrowing owls

Classroom Connections: language arts, media literacy, science, art
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1. What causes body odour? 

2. What did the Egyptians use to mask smells?

3. What other products use these types of scented ointments?

4. When was the first commercial deodorant available for sale?

5. Why are deodorants still popular today?

Curious Connections
Deodorant’s  
Ancient Roots

Follow-Up Activities:

• Discuss the cultural ethos of deodorants. Do people use deodorants for hygienic 
reasons or has it become a social norm? Divide the class into two groups and have 
one side argue for and one side argue against the use of deodorants. Note: Before 
you begin, as a class, discuss the difference between the terms “custom” and “norm.”

• Research what the difference is between deodorants and antiperspirants. Conduct 
an experiment to evaluate which works better.  

Classroom Connections: history, language arts, media literacy, science

Ask students to read about the ancient roots of deodorant and answer the 
following questions in the reader response below.


