
Put the FUN in Fundraising:
Get Creative When Raising Funds for Your Cause!

1.  Follow your heart. What issue or issues do you care about? Pick only one or two so that 
you can focus your efforts.

2.  Do some research. Find out about the organizations that are trying to tackle the issue or 
issues that you care about. Is there one that you want to work with? Ask your parents or 
teacher to help you decide whether it is a trustworthy one, and be careful about where 
you send money.

3.  Plan some fun fundraisers! Use the process described on the next page to get your 
creative juices flowing so that your fundraiser can be original and exciting.

4.  Work hard to make sure that your first fundraiser is a success. See the mini-checklist on 
the next page for things to consider. Start small, and get some experience under your belt.

5.  Keep your energy going. Plan a follow-up fundraiser for your cause right away. Spread 
the word about your issue, and always be on the lookout for other kids who want to join 
you in making the world a better place.

GOAL: To plan original fundraisers that are also fun to do.
One way to make the world a better place is to raise money to donate to an organization or 
relief agency that works to improve a bad situation somewhere in the world. The United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is an example of such an organization, and it is working hard to raise 
funds to provide relief for kids in Haiti. There are many different organizations like this, working 
to tackle many different problems. Not only that, but kids like you have raised millions of dollars 
to help out with the issues that they care about. Alaina Podmorow, founder of Little Women 
for Little Women in Afghanistan, is one of them, and she is an expert fundraiser. Little Women 
for Little Women’s fundraisers have been as simple as bottle drives and as ambitious as a gala 
called “A Night Out with Little Women” that included music, voice, and dance entertainment for 
200 ticket-holders.

Whatever issue you care about and want to do something about, there is almost certainly 
an organization working to improve the situation. Not only does raising money help such 
organizations to do their work, but it raises awareness about a problem, and it can be lots of fun! 
Pick an issue that you want to deal with, and start planning how you can raise funds and make 
an impact in the world. Remember that you don’t need to raise huge amounts of money to make 
a difference, and no action or amount is too small. As Alaina says, “A million drops can fill a 
bucket,” and there are lots of other kids and people working with you to make the world a better 
place. Make sure to let OWL know all about it! Send stories and pics to owl@owlkids.com.
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Injecting Some Creativity 
into Your Fundraising: 
Brainstorm

Having trouble coming up with an 
idea for your next fundraiser? 
Try this out:

•	 Get	a	reusable	grocery	bag.

•	 	Ask	your	parents,	classmates,	
friends, and family to select 
one or two ordinary, everyday 
objects (don’t tell them what 
you want them for until after 
they choose them).

•	 	Get	each	person	who	selected	
an object to put it in your bag 
(try not to look when they put 
them in).

•	 	Get	your	fundraising	team	
together, and take each object 
out of the bag one-by-one.

•	 	As	you	take	each	item	out	of	
the bag, discuss with your team 
how you could use that object 
to raise funds for your cause; 
you’ll be surprised how many 
great ideas you can generate 
with the most ordinary objects!

This idea was inspired by an 
activity that Alaina Podmorow 
and other members of LW4LW 
got students to do at “Care and 
Make It Fair” — a social justice 
conference for elementary-school 
kids in Kelowna, B.C.

It’s OK to steal fundraiser ideas from others!
UNICEF and other organizations like it have been raising 
funds	for	decades.	Get	inspired	by	the	fundraising	ideas	
that they have already tried and tested. Try making an old 
idea your own by tweaking it a little, or use the other idea 
as a step-by-step recipe for your event.

Fundraising Mini-checklist
There are lots of things to think about when organizing a 
fundraiser. Here are a few key tips to keep you on track:

❒  Remember to get permission (from parents and teachers) 
before planning fundraising events or activities.

❒	 	Give	yourself	lots	of	time	to	plan	and	organize	your	
event (nothing cramps your style more than being 
sloppy because you’re trying to get things done at the 
last minute).

❒  Remember to thank people and businesses for donations 
and help that they give you during your fundraising.

For more fundraising ideas and other tips, check out Take Action! A 
Guide	to	Active	Citizenship by Marc and Craig Kielburger, published by 
Gage	Learning	Corporation	in	2002.

UNICEF Fundraising Ideas
•	 	Have	friends	and	family	

make donations in honor 
of weddings, birthdays, or 
anniversaries.

•	 	Take	part	in	a	triathlon,	
run, or walk where 
individuals sponsor you 
for your effort.

•	 Hold	an	art	auction.
•	 	Organize	a	school	dance	

for your cause.
•	 Host	a	bake	sale.
•	 	Sell	t-shirts	or	other	items.
•	 	Invite	a	speaker	to	

an event and charge 
admission.

LW4LW Fundraising Ideas
•	 	Breaking	cakes:	ask	guests	

to bring donations to your 
birthday party instead of 
gifts.

•	 	Have	a	silent	auction,	
bottle drive, swim-a-thon, 
bake sale, donut sale, 
car wash, coin drive, or 
sell gumball guesses or 
candygrams.

•	 Organize	a	gala.
•	 	Put	up	a	community	booth	
 to raise funds and awareness  
 at the same time.
•	 	Let	kids	decorate	pencils	

for a donation.


