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Route to Recovery
On March 11, 2011, a massive earthquake hit the 

northeast coast of Japan. The devastation took just 
minutes but its effects will last forever. With support of 
people and organizations around the world, rebuilding 

efforts continue today: two years after the quake. 

When the 9.0 earthquake hit the Tōhoku area, 
it caused a massive tsunami that reached heights 
of up to 40.5 m (133 ft.). There were over 
25,000 casualties, and the disaster left many 
survivors living in peril and homeless.  
 As news of the disaster spread all over 
the world, support 
from the international 
community was offered 
from 163 countries and 
43 organizations. After 
the victims’ basic physical 
needs (food, water, 
and shelter) were met, 
long-term support and 
reconstruction efforts 
began. 
 

The Canadian Red Cross is one of the 
organizations that has jumped in to help. 
Here are some of its accomplishments:

•  Over 30,000 emergency relief kits were 
distributed to thousands of families who 
lived in evacuation centres.

•  More than 126,000 sets of electronic 
appliances (including washing machines, 
rice cookers, refrigerators, water 

TALENT FOR A CAUSE

thermoses, microwaves, and televisions) 
were distributed to help over 126,000 
families settle into their new homes.

•  Water taps were installed in nine evacuation 
centres, providing clean drinking water and 
improved hygiene for over 2,000 people.

•  Approximately 137,000 winter amenity 
items, including heating pads, were 
distributed to keep families warm. 

Here are just a few of the 
ways that illustrators, 
writers, and OWL readers can 
use their talent for a cause.
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OWL had a chance to talk to 
Debbie about her experience.

OWL: What is your connection to Japan? 
Debbie: I was very worried when news about the 
2011 earthquake and tsunami reached me because 
I have friends and family in Japan. Happily, 
no one I knew was injured. But almost all were 
affected somehow through building damage or 
radiation, and some were temporarily stranded, 
needing to find shelter. It was a scary time for 
everyone.

OWL: How did you get involved in fundraising?  
Debbie: For Tomo: Friendship Through 
Fiction, editor and children’s book author Holly 
Thompson put out a call for submissions to writers 
who had a connection with Japan. Tomo, which 
means “friend” in Japanese, aims to bring Japan 
stories to young adult readers worldwide, and in  
so doing, to help support teens in Tōhoku. You 
can find more info at the Tomo website: 
www.tomoanthology.blogspot.com. 
 I was also approached by Canadian author 
Joy Kogawa about becoming involved with the 
Toronto To Japan initiative. I’m a fan of Joy’s  
work and also wanted to support the cause, so  
I helped spread the word about the project as  
well as creating illustrations for the website at  
www.torontotojapan.ca.

BY THE NUMBERS

ILLUSTRATORS CAN:

•  Help design a logo for the cause 
or a header banner for the 
website page.

•  Offer to provide spot illustrations 
to be included in blog posts or 
newsletters.

•  Create posters and donate 
original art for fundraising 
events and auctions.

•  Contribute art to fundraising 
anthologies and other 
publications.

   You can find more ideas on the 
Owlkids website under Art With 
Heart: www.owlkids.com/owl/
CIDA/artwithheart/.

WRITERS CAN:

•  Write press releases and other 
promotion-related copy.

•  Contribute posts and content  
to a blog.

•  Offer signed copies  
of books or services  
for fundraising  
auctions.

•  Contribute  
poetry and  
short fiction  
to fundraising  
anthologies.

After-effects Making a Difference
Illustrator and writer Debbie Ridpath Ohi is an 
example of someone using her skills to help. 
As a member of an organization called Toronto 
To Japan, she works alongside other Canadian 
artists, musicians, writers, and business leaders to 
raise funds for the victims of the earthquake and 

tsunami. Their fundraisings events 
have included an art gallery show, 
film screening, bake sale, and 
several concerts. 
     Debbie’s short story “Kodama” 
also appeared in Tomo: Friendship 
Through Fiction—An Anthology 
of Japan Teen Stories. The 
proceeds from the sales went to 
organizations that assist teens in 
the affected areas. 


