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Amazing Animal 
Ermines 

Ermines have white winter coats 

that help them hide in the snow. 

Can you think of other animals 

that can blend in with their 

surroundings?  

 
Ermine Fun Facts
• Ermines live in underground burrows.
• They’re super speedy when they run, jump, or swim.
• They’re as long as two Chirp magazines 

placed side-by-side.
• Ermines have sharp claws that they use to catch 

prey, such as rabbits and mice.

Classroom Connections: science, art, language arts
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Let’s Read 
Super Skates

Classroom Connections: language arts, art

Read the story aloud or listen to it together at owlkids.com/audio. Then use 
the question prompts below to guide a discussion with your child or class to 
assess comprehension or critical thinking.

Discussion Questions

• Before you read, look at the story’s pictures. Based on the pictures, what do 
you think the story will be about?

• Emilio learns that the sides of snowflakes are called _______________. 
Why do you think they’re called that? What other things have branches?

•  Have you ever looked closely at a snowflake? What did you see?

• What did Emilio give Henry at the park?

• Why do you think Henry felt shy around Angela? How does he overcome 
that feeling? Have you ever felt shy? What did you do?

• Have you ever been ice skating? If not, would you like to try it? If yes, how 
did you feel when you were wearing skates?

•  What was your favourite part of the story? Why?

•  Were your predictions about the story correct?

Tip: Ask questions that encourage text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-
world connections to make meaning from the story.

As a follow-up activity, ask students to draw themselves skating or 
participating in another winter sport. This will allow them to use their 
imaginations in a new way, while relating to the story.
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Look and Learn 
Zip Around on a Zamboni 

Read the text with your child or class to learn about Zambonis. This is a great 
way to introduce new vocabulary and extend learning. Then work together to 
fill out the chart below and discuss what they know about ice rinks and what 
they’d like to learn. Winter sports are popular in Canada, so this is a good 
opportunity to explore language and sports, as well as aspects of science and 
physical activity.

Note: The third column should be filled out by students or as a class activity 
after doing some research on ice rinks.

Follow-up Activities

•  Try the Icy Experiment on page 7. Send your photos to owlkids.com!

• Write and cut out key words from the text and hang them in class to help 
students familiarize themselves with these concepts. Include words like 
Zamboni, rink, tank, blade, shave, spray, freeze, smooth.

Classroom Connections: language arts, science

Things I know about ice 
rinks…

Things I’d like to know 
about ice rinks…

Things I learned about ice 
rinks…


