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Discovery
How Chickadee Is Made

It’s Chickadee’s birthday this month, and we’re celebrating with a behind-the-
scenes look at how the magazine is made. Read the article together as a class. 
Then have students imagine they’re making their own magazine for kids, and 
brainstorm ideas for what they would include. They can work individually or 
with a partner. It might help to have a stack of past Chickadees at hand to  
flip through for inspiration.

Pretend you’re the editor of Chickadee and plan your own issue:

• What animal would you feature in Animal of the Month? Go online  
 to find an interesting animal other kids might not know about.
• What topic would you explore in Discovery? Will you look at    
 inventions, sports, the environment, art, technology, or a place?    
 Anything goes!
• What kinds of puzzles would you include?
• What science topic would you explore in Zed?
• Find a fun fact or two for Did You Know?
• What else would you include?

Follow-Up Activities
Have students create their own Animal of the Month article. Choose an animal, 
then find great photos on the internet and research a few fun facts. Include 
basic info as well, such as where your animal lives and what it eats. Share the 
articles with the class.

Gather the results of your magazine brainstorming and send us your best ideas. 
You might see them in a future issue of Chickadee! chickadee@owlkids.com

Classroom Connections: media literacy, language arts, science, art
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• The black-capped chickadee is 
named for its famous call:  
chick-a-dee-dee-dee. 
 

• Chickadees eat seeds, insects, 
berries, and spiders.

• They’re about the same size as 
hamsters

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Animal of the Month 
The Black-Capped Chickadee 

Follow-Up Activities
Chickadees live all over North America (see range map on page 7 of the 
issue). As a class, do some research and list five other North American birds, 
focusing on ones that live where you do. 

Go outside with binoculars and see if you can spot any birds. Can you 
identify them? What did their songs and calls sound like?

Tip: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s “All About Birds” website has a 
wealth of information, including range maps, videos, and birdsong audio files.

Classroom Connections: science, language arts
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Did You Know? 
Birthday Edition

This month’s Did You Know? installment explores the theme of birthdays.
Talk with your students about the types of things they like doing for 
birthdays, including family traditions and customs. Below are a few 
sentence starters to get them going. They can use the sentence starters 
for an oral or written activity. 

Birthday Sentence Starters:

For my birthday, I like to... For my birthday, we eat...

For my birthday, I received... I celebrate my birthday by...

My favourite thing to do on my birthday is... Birthdays are special in my family because...

In my family, it is a lucky birthday custom to... My favourite birthday ever is when I turned 
_____ because…

Follow-Up Activity:
Look at page 5 and learn to say “happy birthday” in five different 
languages. Discuss with students other languages they speak at home 
and customs associated with their culture.

Classroom Connections: social studies, language arts


