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Discovery
Indigenous Inventions

Read the text as a class and learn about the six Indigenous inventions in 
the article. Then create your own fun facts about the inventions. This is a 
great exercise for students because learning about a culture helps create 
understanding and transfers well to the outside world. 

Below is an example to get you started:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow-up Activity: 
Encourage students to research and find another invention from around 
the world and present it to the class. Select a few inventions and, as a class, 
explore the era the invention is from, how it’s made, and how it relates to 
the culture it’s from.

Classroom Connections: social studies, language arts

Indigenous Inventions Fun Facts

• Canoes are for travel on lakes, rivers, and oceans.
• Indigenous people used canoes to hunt and trade.
• Anishinaabe nations have been building canoes for thousands  

of years.
• They made canoes from birchbark, cedar, and pine tree pitch.
• They were called Cheemaun.
• Birchbark canoes are light, easy to carry, and can transport 

people and cargo.
• Indigenous nations such as the Haida carved dugout canoes 

from hollowed-out cedar trees.
• Canoe-making continues today as many Elders teach the craft 

to younger generations.
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• These wild cats are about the 
same size as foxes.

• They eat birds, rodents, and 
large animals, like antelopes.

• Caracals live in deserts, rocky 
hills, or grasslands in parts of 
Africa and the Middle East.

• Caracals live alone or in pairs.

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Animal of the Month 
The Caracal 

Follow-up Question:
Caracals can jump the height of a human adult thanks to their strong hind 
legs. They can even snatch birds out of the air! As a class, find other animals 
known for being super jumpers, such as the kangaroo and the klipspringer. 
Find pictures and write a short description of each animal.

Classroom Connections:  science, language arts
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Fiction 
The Cirque de Flea

Read the story aloud to the class. Then discuss some of the main themes and 
key ideas using the following guiding questions:

 
1. After reading the story, what do you infer the word “cirque” means?
 
2. Why were the spiders looking for Mr. Flea Flo?
 
3. Why do you think the spiders were used to unfriendly treatment?    
 How have you felt when you’ve come across a spider at home or outside?
 
4. What tricks did the fleas perform in their show?
 
5. Something started to go wrong during the flea circus. Explain what    
 happens. Where was the show taking place?
 
6. What did the spiders do to try to save the day?  
 How did the crowd respond?
 
7. In what way did Mr. Flea Flo’s circus change after that day? What do   
 you think about the change?

 
Classroom Connections: social studies, language arts


