OWL September 2019
Teacher/Parent Resources
Incredible
Beastly Brains Showdown
OWL’s September Incredible looks at animal intelligence, comparing some of the
world’s smartest creatures. Ask students to pair up and read the article. Then
have each member of the duos choose an animal and research and write their
own showdown together. Possible animal matchups are: dolphins vs octopuses,
pigs vs goats, rats vs squirrels, or get creative and come up with your own.
Students can find photos online and set up their research like the page in OWL.
Have everyone share their findings with the class.
Follow-Up Activity
After students have presented their brainiac beasts, take all the animals and
create a bracket chart (you can find free bracket generators online). Put it to the
vote and determine which animal wins the title of most intelligent in your class.
Brainbuster

BE AMAZED!

Up for a challenge? Run through the maze from start
to finish, solving each puzzle as you go.

Figure out the answers to
these questions. Then solve
the math equation.
1. Sides on a hexagon
2. Hours in a week
3. Wings on a honeybee
4. Hearts in an octopus
5. Legs on a kangaroo

Which one of these
vertical lines is
longer? Look closely!
Complete the grid so
that each row, column,
and mini-grid contains
the numbers 1 through 6.
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___ = ___
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What letter comes next
in the sequence and why?
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Moving only THREE
circles, can you flip this
triangle upside down?

Cross out all the letters
that appear two or more
times below. Rearrange
the remaining letters to
reveal something that
lives everywhere.

First, identify each picture and spell
out each word. Then add or subtract
the letters to solve the rebus.
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Snapshot
Happy Healthy Hearts
Read the text and answer the questions below in this reader response.

Reader Response Questions:

Name:

1. How many times do our hearts pump in a day?

2. What can a zebrafish do if its heart tissue is damaged?

3. How is laughter good for heart health?

4. What mammal has the fastest heartbeat (and how fast is it)?
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5. What’s the connection between the silphium plant and the popular heart shape?

6. What does the right ventricle do?

7. What did scientists in Israel 3D-print and why?

Bonus: Do some research and come up with your own amazing heart fact!
Follow-Up Activity:
Research and write your own Snapshot about human and animal bodies,
focusing on a single organ or body part, such as eyes, lungs, or even fingernails!
Classroom Connections: science, language arts
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Arrowhead
Secret Identities
Ask students to read this month’s Arrowhead comic. Then have them read it
again, focusing on the sequential art. Discuss the idea that a person can tell
any story of any genre in comic form. Bring in other comics for kids from
various genres (humour, mystery, history, sci-fi) and compare the sequential
art to that of Arrowhead.
Prompt students to answer the following questions:
Sequential Art
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What works in the story?
What doesn’t work?
Is the art linear (panels one after the other chronologically)?
What visual cues does the author use to convey meaning?
Are any panels wordless?
Does the art bleed off the page?
Are the panels on every page the same size or different shapes?

Follow-Up Activities
Ask students to brainstorm ideas for their own comic book story. It can take
the form of a comic strip, a short comic book, or a long graphic novel. The
stories can be wordless, linear, in black-and-white, or in colour. Encourage kids
to visualize the images in their stories, which is a great first step to creating
art, regardless of ability to draw or colour.
Classroom Connections: visual arts, language arts, media literacy
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