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Animal of the Month
White-Lipped Island Pit Viper

• The pit viper family includes 
rattlesnakes, copperheads, and 
cottonmouth snakes.

• The pit viper smells with its 
tongue, which it flicks to pick up 
scent particles in the air.

• White-lipped island pit vipers are 
vibrant green and sometimes blue. 
The blue variety is rare and can be 
found only on Indonesia’s Komodo 
Island.

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Follow-up Activities:
1.  Get out a world map and locate Indonesia, home of the white-lipped island  
    pit viper. Research to find out what type of habitat the snake lives in. What 
    other animals live there? 
2.  How did the pit viper get its name? (Hint: Find the answer in Chickadee.)

Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, habitats; Geography: maps
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Discovery 
It’s About Time

This month’s Discovery looks at the history of clocks.  Ask students to read the section 
and then answer the reader response below.

Follow-up Activities:
Make your own analogue clocks out of paper plates or cardboard circles and have 
students practice telling time with movable hands.

Classroom Connections: Science: technology; Language Arts: reading comprehension, 
understanding informational text; Social Studies

1.  Before clocks were invented, people told the time by

2.  The built-in body clock of a human or animal is called a

3.  Sundials track time by

4.  When was the water clock invented?

5.  What three things do clocks need to work?

6.  A pendulum clock tracks time using

7.  Which type of clock is the most accurate?

8.  How do dogs know to wait at the door when their humans come home from school?
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Let’s Read 
The Magic Stick

Before you read, look at the illustrations and discuss what you think the story 
will be about. Read the story aloud and identify some of the main ideas and 
themes. Then use the question prompts below to guide a discussion to assess 
comprehension and critical thinking.

1. What is a “hat trick”? Why is the main character known as “Hat Trick Rick”?

2. What happens to Rick’s super skills in the story?

3. How do you think he felt when the coach benched him?

4. What does Tony give Rick? Who did it belong to?

5. What happened when Rick started playing with Tony’s stick?

6. Was the hockey stick really magic? Why or why not?

7. Why did Rick believe the stick had belonged to hockey legend Wayne Gretzky?

8. Have you ever played hockey (or another sport)? Was there a time when you 
    were frustrated with your ability in that sport? What did you do?
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Let’s Read 
The Magic Stick

Use a whiteboard or chart paper to create a mind map with key words that students 
associate with hockey. You can also link to books with hockey themes to populate 
the mind map.

HOCKEY

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, understanding 
story elements, predictions, character development, visual literacy


