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Animal of the Month
The Nudibranch

• The nudibranch (say: NEW-
dih-bronk) is a boneless sea 
creature that crawls in shallow 
waters by using a flat muscle 
called a foot.

• Nudibranchs can be as small as 
peas or as big as cucumber.

• They come in many eye-catching 
colours that warn predators that 
they’re toxic and taste awful.

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Follow-Up Activities:
• There are more than 3,000 species of nudibranchs! Find photos of different 
nudibranchs online. Make a colourful collage, digitally or by cutting and pasting.
• Ask students to find another fun fact that’s not in Chickadee to share with a 
partner or the class.

Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, habitats
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Discovery 
This Story Is Out  
of This World

This month’s Chickadee looks at the possibility of discovering alien life. Summarize 
what you read in the text. Then answer the following discussion questions. These 
questions are intended to foster critical thinking and assess comprehension.

1. Why are scientists looking for water on other planets?

2. What are microbes? Where do scientists think they might find some?

3. What does UFO stand for?

4. Why is it so hard to find aliens?

5. How do scientists think aliens—if they’re out there—will make contact  
 with Earth?

6. What tools are scientists using in their search for aliens?

7. Talk with a partner or as a class about what you think it would be like if  
 aliens arrived on Earth.

Follow-Up Activity: 
Using the template on the next page, draw your own alien and list some of its 
characteristics. Send your pictures to chickadee@owlkids.com and you might see 
them in a future issue!

Classroom Connections: Science: space, life sciences; Language Arts: reading 
comprehension, understanding informational text; Visual Art: creating
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Discovery 
This Story Is  
Out of This World

Alien Name:

Follow-Up Activity: 
Read a story about the human space program, such as 
Earthrise: Apollo 8 and the Photo That Changed the World 
by James Gladstone and Christy Lundy, which is a great 
springboard for discovery, discussion, and research.
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Poems 
Cursed Verses

Before you start reading, skim and scan the spreads, pausing at each title and 
illustration. Encourage students to hypothesize what each poem is about. 
Then read the poems aloud and have students listen for the rhythms in each 
poem. Read them again, enunciating your words to make the poems’ rhyming 
patterns clear. See how many students can spot them.

Then look at the list below and ask students to find corresponding rhyming 
words in the poem. Have them come up with other words that rhyme with 
the ones in the list.

Follow-Up Activity:
• Identify new words from the poem and discover what they mean.  
  Use the words in sentences to help make meaning.
• Try writing Cursed Verses of your own and draw pictures to go with them.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, poetry; 
Visual Art: creating

Word Rhymes with...

Aroma

Spongy

Yeti

Dismay

Sarong

Polite

Panache

Grime

Cursed Verses Worksheet


