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Animal of the Month
Narwhal

• The narwhal is nicknamed “unicorn of the sea” because of its long tusk, 
which is actually a tooth.

• Narwhals are related to belugas, orcas, and bottlenose dolphins.

• They’re about the same size as a minivan.

NARWHAL FAST FACTS 

Follow-up Activities:
Narwhals communicate through clicks, whistles, and squeaks, and male narwhals 
may also “talk” by rubbing their tusks together. Choose another animal and, with a 
partner, research how that animal communicates. What might the animal be trying 
to express? Who is it trying to communicate with?

Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, communication

Photo: Sea Pics
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Discovery 
Welcome to the Ice Age!

Thousands of years ago, parts of the Earth were covered in ice and home to creatures 
that no longer exist. Ask students to read through the section and then have them take 
the quiz and text their knowledge.

Ice Age Quiz

1.  In an ice age, the Earth:
 a) is a little chilly with extra-long winters
 b) has two winters every year
 c) is super cold for many years and ice sheets cover parts of the planet

2.  The last ice age ended:
 a) 12,000 years ago
 b) 120,000 years ago
 c) 12 years ago

3.  Glaciers are also called:
 a) ice mountains
 b) rivers of ice
 c) rivers of snow

4.  The woolly mammoth looked a bit like an elephant except it had:
 a) hooves
 b) fangs
 c) a hairy coat

5.  The name for large animals is:
 a) megafossils
 b) megafauna
 c) megapixels 

6.  Modern human ancestors living during the last ice age survived by:
 a) hunting and gathering
 b) living in temporary shelters and caves
 c) both of the above

7.  The Smilodon (sabre-toothed cat) had fangs the size of:
 a) bananas
 b) baseball bats
 c) tree trunks

 Name: 
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Discovery 
Welcome to the Ice Age!

Follow-up Activities:
1.  Choose one of the extinct animals from the article and create an animal card full of 
facts and a picture. Set it up like a sports card with fast facts: where did the animal live, 
what did it eat, what did it look like, etc.?

2.  Talk about what it means for an animal to be extinct. Work as a class to create a list 
of animals that have become extinct more recently. Then talk about what it means for an 
animal to be endangered. What endangered animals live near you? Why is it important 
that we protect them? What are some ideas for doing that?

Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, conservation, habitats, 
environment; Language Arts: reading comprehension, understanding informational text; 

Answers: 1.c 2.a 3.b 4.c 5.b 6.c 7.a



Chickadee December 2019 © Owlkids 2019
This is a free teacher/parent resource from www.owlkids.com. 4

Did You Know? 
Festive Names

This month, DYK highlights festive Canadian place names. Trying coming up  
with your own list of themed Canadian places—rivers and lakes count, too.  
Some themes to try might be food (Carrot Creek, AB), weather (Rainy River, ON), 
clothing (Cardigan, PEI), animals (Cow Head, NL), feelings (Love, SK), or flat-out 
strange (Blow Me Down, NL). 

Natural Resources Canada’s database is a good place to start your research:  
http://www4.rncan.gc.ca/search-place-names/search?lang=en  For example, if you 
search the term “sugar,” you’ll get a long list of places with the word in their names. 
Get creative!

Follow-up Activity:
Take your themed lists and plot the places on a map of Canada, like the one on 
the next page. Draw decorations to match your theme and/or the place names.  
Send them to us at chickadee@owlkids.com!

Classroom Connections: Geography: maps
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