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• Despite their name, red pandas are not related to giant panda bears. 
They’re distantly related to raccoons, weasels, and skunks.

• They eat bamboo shoots and leaves, flowers, acorns, and sometimes small 
mammals and birds.

• They live in forests in China, Nepal, and northern India.

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Animal of the Month 
Red Panda 

Follow-up Question:
Compare red pandas to giant pandas. Research to find out how the two 
mammals are similar. How are they different? Find out more with a video 
such as this one: https://bit.ly/301j59F

Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, habitats, 
environment
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Read through this month’s Discovery and ask students to create a poster 
about a robot they would like to invent. Students should examine the 
photos and text in Chickadee to imagine what their robot might look like 
and be used for.

Teacher Prompts:

 • What kinds of things can the robots in Chickadee do?

 • What can robots do that people can’t?

 • Who could robots help?

 • Think of robots you’ve seen on TV or in movies. What can those  
   robots do? How are they similar to the robots in Chickadee?  
   How are they different?

Posters are a great way to present facts and information in a visual way. 
Encourage students to add drawings, photos, and infographic elements 
like charts and lists to make their posters more interesting.

Then send your inventions to Chickadee’s Robot Contest  
(details on page 33 of the January/February issue).

Classroom Connections: Science and Technology; Language Arts: 
reading comprehension, understanding informational text; Visual Arts

Discovery
5 Cool Robots
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Fiction 
The Missing Snowball 

Read the mystery story as a class or in pairs, but keep the solution hidden. 
Ask students to suggest where they think Snowball can be found. How 
do they think she got there? Then reveal the solution to see if you were 
correct.

Next have students focus on the writing craft. Discuss definitions of words 
like lead, dialogue, author, descriptive phrases, and conflict. Work together 
as a class to answer the following questions:

 1. Did the lead paragraph hook you? Why or why not?

 2. How does the author use dialogue in the story?

 3. Find two examples of descriptive words or phrases in the story.

 4. How do the illustrations enhance or help the story?

 5. Describe the conflict in the story.

 6. What does the title tell you about the story?

TIP: Review past issues of Chickadee fiction and apply the same questions 
with your students.

Follow-up Activity
Read more great mysteries by the author, Liam O’Donnell, such as the West 
Meadows Detectives series.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, 
character development, literature genre, understanding story elements, 
critical analysis, predictions


