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Incredible
Real-Life Dragons

In this month’s Incredible!, OWL discusses animals with “dragon” in their 
names. Start by looking at the animals and discuss what features and/or 
abilities make them seem dragon-like. Think about dragons you’ve seen 
in movies or read about in books. How are these creatures similar to the 
animals in OWL? Different?

Then use the article as a jumping-off point to learn more about the 
mythical beasts. Cultures all over the world have included dragons in their 
mythologies, from ancient China to Egypt to Mesopotamia and on through 
the Middle Ages in Europe. Have students choose and research a legendary 
dragon. Find out information such as: 

 • In what culture, region, and time period did the dragon originate?

 • What legend(s) were told about it?

 • What did the dragon look like?

 • What were its abilities?

 • Where did it nest and what did it eat?

 • Why do you think the dragon was meaningful to the culture?

 
Share your findings with the class and include a drawing, if you can find one.
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Incredible
Real-Life Dragons

Follow-up Activities:

 • Look more closely at dragon legends or stories. Many of them share   
 common themes, such as a hero conquering an evil dragon or dragons 
 rescuing people during a time of need. Talk about why you think so many  
 cultures share a fascination for dragons. What might dragon stories   
 represent to humanity? 

 • You could also try this exercise using fictional dragons from books and  
 movies, such as The Hobbit, How to Train Your Dragon, the Harry Potter   
 series, Spirited Away, Mulan, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, etc.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, 
understanding informational text, mythology; Social Studies: cultures and 
societies, foundational ideas and philosophies, history; Science: life science, 
animals
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Snapshot
Top Tech!

Read through this month’s Snapshot and ask students to create an ad about 
one of the tech innovations. Students should examine the photos and text in 
OWL to determine the target audience for their ad and what the item could 
be used for. Research the item online for more info. The ads can be print- or 
video-based.

Teacher Prompts:

 • What is the tech item designed to do?
 
 • Who do you think will use it?
 
 • How can you make the item look fun or desirable so people will   
   want to buy it? What images or videos will you include in your ad?
 
 • Think of ads you’ve seen on TV or online. What do the ads show?   
   Which ones catch your attention? Why?

Follow-up Activity
Talk about how advertising often targets kids and how it’s designed to make 
us buy as much as possible. A great place to start is with the book Made You 
Look: How Advertising Works and Why You Should Know by Shari Graydon.

Classroom Connections: Media Literacy; Science and Technology
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Cool Job: Kid Edition
Meet a Kid Reporter

Have students read the Cool Job interview with Jaden Jefferson. Short 
interviews are a good way to showcase clear, succinct writing. Ask students 
to examine the interview questions and think about why they were chosen. 
Do they capture the essence of Jaden’s job and interests?

Discussion Questions:
 • How does the short interview capture who Jaden is and what he does  
   as a reporter?

 • How do the photos selected illustrate Jaden’s interests or level of   
   expertise?

 • If this were a longer interview, what else would you want to ask?

 • In your opinion, how easy or hard is it for kids to make their way in  
   news reporting or other media and social media?

Follow-up Activities
 • Pair students up and ask them to conduct short interviews with each  
   other. What questions (three or four) would they ask and why? Then  
   have student present the info to look like a magazine article, like the 
   one in OWL. They can add things like photos, drawings, and infographics  
   for visual appeal.

 • Think about a job you’d like to try. What first steps would you take?

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: understanding informational text, 
writing; Media Literacy


