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Amazing Animal 
Mandarin Ducks

 Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, habitats

Illustration: R
oyalty-free (G
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Fun Facts
• Mandarin ducks are about the 

size of a loaf of bread. 
• They eat frogs, fish, snails, 

grains, seeds, and insects.
• They live in lakes, rivers, 

marshes, and swamps in East 
Asia and Europe.

Lakes, rivers, marshes, and 
swamps are all watery places. 

What are the differences 
between them?
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Miki Sato makes collage art from paper, fabrics, and other materials for books and 
magazines. Read the text with your class or child, and then work together to fill in the 
blanks. Have students refer back to the magazine if they need help with the answers.

Tip: Look at the photos in the magazine for extra clues.

Look and Learn
Meet an Artist

Name:  
 

1. Miki Sato makes                                                                                      .

2. First, Miki thinks of a picture she’d like to make and then she 

                                                it on paper. 

3. She traces her drawings onto thicker paper or                                      

                                      and                                                   cuts them out. 

4. She adds faces and other details using                                                     .

5. Then she uses                                                     to stick the pictures onto 

       a new piece of paper.

6. Finally, Miki takes a                                                               of the art and 

      sends it to her computer to brighten the colours.
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Look and Learn
Meet an Artist

Follow-up Activities
See more of Miki’s art in Golden Threads, 
written by Suzanne Del Rizzo. Try making  
a paper collage scene. Imitate one from 
Golden Threads or dream up your own.

Classroom Connections: Language 
Arts: understanding informational text, 
Visual Arts: creating, creative perception, 
illustration techniques
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Read the story aloud or listen to it at owlkids.com/audio. Then use the 
prompts below to guide a discussion with your class or child to assess 
comprehension and critical thinking.

Discussion Prompts
 
1. What is the title of the story? Based on the title, what did you 
         think the story would be about?

2. What are Paige’s two favourite things? 

3. What is she doing today?

4. What does her dad ask to take? What do her mom and brother  
         want to borrow?

5. Have others ever asked to borrow something from you?  
         How did you feel? What did you do?

6. What did Paige’s family do with the things they borrowed?  
         How did Paige feel when she saw what they’d made?

7. What do you think Grandma’s reaction will be when she sees  
         Paige’s garden?

8. Picture yourself in the story and think about how you would  
        react to a surprise garden made for you.

Tip: Ask questions that encourage text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-
world connections to help make meaning from the story.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, making 
inferences/interpreting texts, understanding story elements, character 
development; Social-Emotional Learning

Let’s Read
Paige’s Garden


