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Animal of the Month 
Green Basilisk Lizard 
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• The basilisk is nicknamed after a mythical serpent with a deadly stare.

• It eats plants, insects, fruit, and small animals.

• A green basilisk can run across water thanks to its long toes with folds of 
skin in between. As its feet slap against the water, air pockets are formed 
that keep the basilisk from sinking.

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Follow-up Activity
This long-tailed reptile is a type of iguana, and there are 35 species of iguana 
around the world. Choose another iguana species and compare how it is 
similar to and different from the green basilisk lizard. 

Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals
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Every living thing needs water to survive.  Ask students to read through this 
month’s Discovery and then answer the reader response below.

Discovery
Water, Water, Water!

Water Facts — Reader Response BLM

 Name ___________________

 1.  Why does the Earth look blue from space?

 2.  Describe the Dead Sea.

 3.  What three forms (or states) does water exist in?

 4.  What is “potable” water?

 5.  Why can’t we drink ocean water?
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Follow-up Activity
Read about how the kids at ClearWater Farm are learning to use water 
wisely. Then have a discussion about why we need to save water.  
Make a list of the things you use water for. Then get your discussion going:

 1. What does it mean to use water wisely?

 2. What choices can you and your family make to help save water?

 3. What water-saving things are you already doing?

 For more info about water conservation  
 and environmental stewardship, check out  
 Our Environment by Jacques Pasquet.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, 
understanding informational text, understanding story elements, literary 
genre; Visual Arts; Media Literacy

Discovery
Water, Water, Water!

  
    



Chickadee April 2020 © Owlkids 2020 
This is a free teacher/parent resource from www.owlkids.com. 4

Fiction 
How Pizza Was Really Invented 

Read the story aloud to your child or class. Before you begin, skim and scan 
the text, pausing at the title and each illustration. Encourage students to 
hypothesize events in the story and the overall plot. Then, after reading the 
story, have students answer the following discussion questions.

1. Based on the title, what did you think the story would be about?

2. How do the illustrations help or add to the story?

3. What are “bready bites”? What is “Moon goo”? What happened when 
 Moon goo got all over the bready bites?

4. How did Charlotte and her dad save the Moon goo? What did the 
 dinos decide to do when the Moon goo ran out?

5. What do you think of Charlotte’s ideas? What do you think would have 
 happened if she hadn’t been there?

6. Have you ever discovered a new favourite food? Did you expect to like 
 it before you tasted it?

Follow-up Activities
• Spend some time discussing the device of irony, which is language that
  expresses a meaning different from or opposite to the words’ literal 
  meaning. Spend some time looking at the title, FACTs, and the statement 
  highlighted by the asterisk. Compare what the text says to what the 
  author knows the reader will understand.

• Read another book by Naseem Hrab. Try Ira Crumb Makes a Pretty Good 
  Friend.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, 
understanding story elements


