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Amazing Animal 
Toads

 Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals, habitats
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Toad Fun Facts
• Toads can be from as small as a bee to as big as a dinner plate.
• They eat insects, spiders, snails, and worms.
• They live in fields and forests all around the world, except 

Antarctica and Greenland.

Baby toads, called tadpoles, 
hatch out of eggs. What other 

animals hatch out of eggs?
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Science Corner
Cool Compost

Soil
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Compost Vocabulary

This month, Chirp looks at composting. Before you try the composting activity 
as a class, create a T-chart and work together to define the words below. 

Tip: Use the vocabulary word in a sentence to help make meaning.
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Science Corner
Cool Compost

As a follow-up activity, use the vocabulary words as a lead-in to discuss composting. 

Cover such topics as:
     • What compost is used for
     
     • How compost helps plants
     
     • The role worms play in a composted garden

For additional, kid-friendly reading, check out Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the 
Earth by Mary McKenna Siddals.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: understanding informational text; Visual 
Arts: creating, creative perception, illustration techniques
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Read the story aloud or listen to it at owlkids.com/audio. Then use the 
prompts below to guide a discussion with your class or child to assess 
comprehension and critical thinking.

Discussion Prompts
 

1. How does Ziigwan’s family know the sap in the maple trees is 

 running?

2. What is sap?

3. How do they get the sap out of the tree? What do they do with it?

4. How many pails of sap do they need to make a container of syrup?

5. After all their hard work, how do you think the family felt when they 
 tasted their pancakes with maple syrup?

6. Have you ever tasted maple syrup? If so, what did you think of it?

7. Why do you think the story is called “Spring’s Gift”?

Tip: Ask questions that encourage text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-
world connections to help make meaning from the story.

Let’s Read
Spring’s Gift
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Follow-up Activities

 • Go back through the text and spend some time pronouncing the 
   Anishinaabemowin words. Do you know anyone who speaks that 
   language? What other languages does your family speak? What 
   words do you know in another language?

 • Anishinaabe refers to Indigenous groups who live in Canada and the 
   US. Spend some time talking about Indigenous cultures. Start by 
   listening to music or reading a book such as The Mishomis Book:  
   The Voice of the Ojibway by Edward Benton-Banai or Birdsong by 
   Julie Flett, a Cree-Métis author, illustrator, and artist.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, making 
inferences/interpreting texts, understanding story elements, character 
development Social Studies: cultures and societies, community, Canada
Social-Emotional Learning

Let’s Read
Spring’s Gift


