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Insider
One Family, Zero Waste

Waste—and how we deal with it—can have a big impact on the environment. Meet 
Jude and his family in this month’s Insider and find out how they’re saying no to trash. 
Answer the following questions about the article to assess student comprehension and 
generate a discussion about the topic.

Discussion Questions: 
  
   • Explain how reducing what goes into landfills can help protect 
    the environment. 
   • In what ways is plastic an environmental problem? 
   • What is the Zero Waste Challenge? 
   • List three ways Jude and his family are trying to live without 
    creating garbage. 
   • Why did they decide to accept the Challenge? 
   • What changes would you have to make to accept the Zero  
    Waste Challenge? What are you already doing to help reduce waste?

Follow-up Activity 
Working in pairs or individually, brainstorm ways you can help raise awareness about 
the Zero Waste Challenge. Or come up with your own initiative for helping to protect 
the environment. Tip: Encouraging kids to actively participate in initiatives that matter 
to them helps empower them and gives them a voice. 

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension, understanding 
informational text; Science: environment, conservation
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In the 1940s, whooping cranes were near extinction and their breeding 
grounds seemed to have been abandoned. Read about how saving them took 
sleuthing, persistence, and some good luck. Then talk about animal extinction. 
Refer back to the text and use online resources to support your discussion.

Parent/Teacher Prompts:

 • What does it mean for something to be extinct?

 • Why do you think species become extinct?

 • What role do humans play in species becoming extinct?

 • How do you think animal extinction affects an ecosystem  
  or the environment?

 • How did scientists help whooping cranes? 

Follow-up Activity:
Research another endangered North American animal.  Are there 
organizations at work to save it? What are people doing to help that animal? 
Are their initiatives working? Share your findings with a family member.

Classroom Connections: Science: animals, life science, habitats, environment, 
conservation; Language Arts: reading comprehension, understanding 
informational text

Incredible!
Whooping Cranes  
on the Comeback



OWL April 2020 © Owlkids 2020 
This is a free teacher/parent resource from www.owlkids.com. 3

Picture This
Welcome to 
Cutesville

Have students look closely at this month’s Picture This photo. Prompt them to 
answer the following questions: What do you see in the photo? How does this picture 
make you feel? What do you think it would take to capture a photo like this one?

Photography is a wonderful form of personal expression. Once students have 
examined and discussed the photo, ask them to photograph something that catches 
their eye. Their shot should be creative and meaningful, and it should represent 
something to them. Ask students to explain their photo and write a short 
paragraph about its meaning and context.

Tip: Have students research the art of photography in books, podcasts, online, and 
in YouTube videos. 

Send us your photos! We may print them in the magazine or online: owl@owlkids.com

Classroom Connections: Visual Arts: photography, artistic perception, creative 
expression; Language Arts: writing

Write your paragraph here:


