Chickadee November 2020
Teacher/Parent Resources
Animal of the Month
Northern Saw-whet Owl
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ANIMAL FAST FACTS
• The northern saw-whet owl is about the size of a robin.
• It mostly eats small mice and sometimes voles or insects.
• Northern saw-whet owls don’t hoot. The males make a high-pitched
toot-toot-toot noise, which sounds like a truck backing up!
Follow-up Activity
Northern saw-whet owls live in dense North American forests. What other owls live
in North America? How many can you find on the internet? How are they different
from the saw-whet owl?
Classroom Connections: Science: life science, animals
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Discovery

Journey to the
Centre of the Earth
This month’s Discovery digs deep into the centre of planet Earth. Read
through the article, then ask your child or class to fill in the blanks and test
their knowledge. Refer back to the text and pictures for help with the answers.
This exercise can help assess reading comprehension and retention of material.
1.

The Earth has four main layers called ______________,
________________, _______________, and ______________________.

2.

The centre of the Earth is made of solid __________________________.

3.

The mantle is made of liquid rock called__________________________.
When that liquid rock reaches Earth’s surface, it’s called
_______________________________.

4.

The crust is a thin rocky layer where you’ll find ____________________,
________________________, and _______________________________.

5.

The deepest fossil ever discovered was found 2.4 km (1.4 mi.) below the
___________ floor.

6.

The continental crust is all ________________________. The crust under
the oceans is called the ________________________________.
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Discovery

Journey to the
Centre of the Earth
7.

Seismologists are _______________________ scientists. They measure
_________________________ from deep underground.

8.

The solid inner core is almost as big as the ______________________.

9.

The outer core is ______________________km/mi. underground. But the
deepest anyone has dug into the Earth is _____________________km/mi.

Answers: 1. crust, mantle, inner core, outer core; 2. iron; 3. magma, lava; 4. land, oceans, mountains;
5. ocean; 6. land, oceanic crust; 7. Earth, earthquakes; 8. Moon; 9. 2,200 km (1,400 mi.), 12 km (7.5 mi)

Follow-up Activity
Read the story of how planet Earth came to be,
from 4.5 billion years ago to today in When Planet
Earth Was New. After you read, talk about why it’s
important to learn about the planet. What role do
humans have in what comes next for the Earth?
Classroom Connections:
Language Arts: reading comprehension, understanding informational text
Science: life science, animals, biology, chemistry
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Fiction

The Amazing Space-and-Time
Travelling Pirate Ship Race Car Box
Before you read this month’s story, take a look at the illustrations. What do you
think the story will be about based on what you see? Now read the story together
and answer the following discussion questions:
1.

What do Liam and Sara use the refrigerator box for?

2.

Why are they surprised when their parents let them do things like tour the galaxy
and travel back in time to the Jurassic period?

3.

This story demonstrates role reversal, which happens when people exchange their
usual positions. Can you find an example of the kids sounding like their parents?

4.

Why won’t their parents let Liam and Sara go to the park alone?
What do you think the parents understood of Liam and Sara’s adventures?
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Fiction

The Amazing Space-and-Time
Travelling Pirate Ship Race Car Box
5.

Can you think of a time you weren’t allowed to do something you wanted to?
Describe what happened.

6.

Why do you think the story ends with Liam and Sara saying they would
never understand adults?

Follow-up Activity
1.
Discuss the device of irony, which is language that expresses a meaning
		
different from or opposite to the words’ literal meaning. Compare what
		
the text says to what the author knows the reader will understand.
2.
		

Talk about what you would build with a giant refrigerator box.
Where would you go? Draw a picture of your adventure.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; making
inferences/interpreting texts; understanding story elements
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