Chirp November 2020
Teacher/Parent Resources
Amazing Animal
Sidewinders


Fun Facts
• Sidewinders are about as long as a
grown-up’s arm.
• They eat lizards, mice, and birds.
• They live in deserts in North America.

Illustration: Royalty-free (GettyiStock)

Sidewinders slither
sideways in an S shape,
barely touching the
ground as they go.

Follow-up Activity:
Sidewinders are reptiles. Find pictures of other reptiles that live in North American
deserts, such as the horned lizard, gila monster, and rattlesnake. How are these reptiles
similar to each other? How are they different?
Classroom Connections: Science: animals; life science; characteristics of living things
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Look and Learn
Meet a Space Robot
This month, Chirp readers learn about space rovers. First, read the section together and
discuss some of the vocabulary. Then compare and contrast the rover in Chirp to robots
you’ve seen in movies or books. What do you think of when you hear the word “robot”?
Finally, have students draw their own space robot. What can it do? Where will it go?
How will it get there? You can use books and web pages about space for inspiration.
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Look and Learn
Meet a Space Robot
Follow-up Activities:
• Learn more about Mars by looking at photos
		 taken by the Curiosity rover: https://www.nasa.gov/mission
		_pages/msl/images/index.html. NASA has many photo galleries
		 to explore and an image of the day you can discuss together.
• Read a story about the famous photo Apollo 8 astronauts
		 took on their 1968 Moon trip in Earthrise: Apollo 8 and the
		 Photo That Changed the World by James Gladstone.
Classroom Connections: Language Arts: understanding informational text
Science: technology; space; understanding Earth and space systems
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Let’s Read
Gadget Pals
Read the story aloud with your child or class and discuss what it’s about. Use the
question prompts below to help children make connections to the text and to their
own experiences.
Reading Comprehension Questions:
1.
2.

Why do you think the characters are named Cog, Nut, and Bolt?
What job does each friend have? What gadgets do you imagine they’re
making together?

3.

What happened when Cog arrived at work and saw his friends huddled
together? How did Cog feel? How do you think you would feel in his place?

4.
5.

What did Cog decide to do? How did his gadget turn out?
What did Cog find out his friends were really doing? How do you think he
felt when they surprised him with a gift?

6.
7.
8.

What do you think are the different points of view in the story?
Have you ever felt left out? What did you think at the time? What did you do?
Was the problem solved by the end of the story? What would have happened
if Cog stayed angry?

Follow-up Activities
•
Talk about how the text and the art work together to make
		
meaning in the story. Which illustration do you like best?
•
Get to know the author, Ashley Spires, in this interview on the Owlkids
		website: https://www.owlkids.com/10-things-about-ashley-spires/
Classroom Connections:
Language Arts: reading comprehension; character development; making inferences/
interpreting texts; Social-Emotional Learning
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