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Amazing Animal 
Moose

Follow-up Activity: 
Male moose have antlers that are made of bone. What other animals have antlers? Find 
pictures online and compare them to moose. How are the animals similar to each other? 
How are they different?

Classroom Connections: Science: animals, life science, characteristics of living things
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   Moose Fun Facts
• Moose are related to deer and caribou.
• They’re about the size of a van.
• They live near lakes and streams in North America.

Baby moose are called calves!
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Look and Learn
Cool Cones

This month, Chirp readers learn about pine cones. First, read the section together 
and discuss your experiences with pine cones. For example, name a time you 
saw pine cones outside. Where were you? Did you pick one up from the ground? 
What did it feel like? Ask readers to draw a pine tree or a pine forest and identify 
at least three characteristics of pine trees.
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Look and Learn
Cool Cones

Follow-up Activity 
 • Learn about the parts of trees with a fun song:  
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJqy967xs1c

 • Do you know why trees are important? Working together, make a list 
  of reasons, using books and online sources for more information.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: understanding informational text 
Science: environment; conservation; biology; plants 
Visual Arts: drawing
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Graphic stories are a great way to tap into readers’ imagination and creative 
writing abilities. They also give kids of varying abilities a chance to feel successful 
reading a story. Read Polar Surprise together and infer what is happening in each 
panel before you read the text.

Discussion Prompts:
 
 1. Based on the title, what do you think the story is about?
 2. Look closely at each panel. What do you see?
 3. What do the pictures have in common? How are they different? 
 4. What do you notice about the snow in this story?
 5. Have you ever been outside on a snowy day? What was it like?
 6. What do you think the explorers are thinking when the storm 
  blows in? Why?
 7. Picture yourself in the story and imagine how you would react to 
  what is happening. What would you say or do?

Follow-up Activities

 • Ask readers to draw another panel to continue the story. What happens 
  next? Where might the polar bear have gone? How do the explorers 
  celebrate their safe return? There is no right or wrong answer. Encourage 
  readers to express themselves through art, and allow them to add words if 
  they wish.

 • Read another story illustrated by Clayton Hanmer, such as Dog vs. Ultra 
  Dog written by Troy Wilson.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; 
making inferences/interpreting texts; creative writing; graphic novels 
Visual Arts: drawing

Let’s read
Polar Surprise


