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Insider
The Future of  Trash

This month’s Insider explores ways we can all reduce our use of disposable plastics. 
After reading the text, discuss the questions below.

 • Why is plastic waste a problem for wildlife?

 • Why doesn’t recycling solve our plastics problem?

 • What are bioplastics? What are some pros and cons of bioplastics?

 • List and describe three types of bioplastics.

 • What’s the difference between biodegradable and compostable containers? 
  How are they similar?

 • What are some drawbacks to compostable containers?

Note: You will need to refer back to the text to answer each question. Then go beyond 
the text to think critically and consider things like: Why do we use so much plastic in the 
first place? What benefits does plastic bring? What other items can we use instead? Why is 
replacing plastic such a challenge? What lifestyle changes are you willing to make and why? 
 
Follow-up Activity 
Take a day or a week and collect all the plastic waste your family creates. What 
items are in your bin at the end of that time? Could any items have been replaced by 
something reusable? Are there items you could have avoided in the first place? Come up 
with a plan for how to use less plastic, such as choosing loose fruit instead of clamshell 
packages or avoiding single-use water bottles.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text
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This month’s Incredible looks at how people—with determination, organization, 
ingenuity, and luck—are saving endangered species. Read the text, and then research 
to find another endangered animal in North America that people are saving. Next, write 
a summary of that creature’s comeback story, like the ones in OWL. Aim to answer the 
following questions in your text:

 1. Why is the animal endangered?

 2. How have its population numbers changed over time? 

 3. Who or what organizations are helping it now?

 4. What are they doing to help save the animal?

 5. What are the results of their efforts?

 6. What’s still to be done?

Follow-up Activity 
The calendar is full of international conservation days. Is there one for the animal you 
wrote about? Find one and brainstorm ideas on how you can participate. Will you make 
a poster? Hold a fundraiser? Contact an expert?

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text; Science: animals; technology; environment; conservation; observation 
of living things

 

Incredible!
Secrets of a Wildlife 
Comeback
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The Spruce  
Street Squad
No Prank You

This month’s comic follows Charlie as he pranks his friends for April Fool’s Day.  
Use the space below to write a descriptive paragraph that summarizes the story and  
the surprise ending.

Follow-up Activities 
 • Get creative! Draw and colour a panel showing what happens next in the comic. 
   The panel should be an artistic representation of how the characters responded 
   to Charlie’s actions. 
 • Try the activity again with “Glik and Gluk” on page 28.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading; creative writing; Visual Arts


