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Animal of the Month 
African Painted Dog 

Photo: R
oyalty-free (G

ettyiStock)      

• African painted dogs are about the size of a German shepherd.

• They eat antelope, gazelles, warthogs, wildebeests, ostriches, hares, 
insects, birds, and small mammals.

• They are related to wolves, jackals, foxes, and coyotes.

ANIMAL FAST FACTS 

Follow-up Activity
African painted dogs roam the deserts, savannahs, and grasslands of southern and 
eastern Africa hunting in packs of about 10 dogs. Even though its name includes the 
word “dog,” this fierce hunter is no pet pooch. Talk about the differences between wild 
and domestic animals.

Classroom Connections: Science: life science; animals
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This month, Chickadee readers ask a vet their questions about the fantastic 
world of pets. Read each question-and-answer block. Then discuss each 
question: What makes these good questions? Do these questions lead to other 
questions? What do you want to know about pets? Work together to build on the 
original questions and jot down some follow-up questions.

Tip: Talk about why asking questions is a great knowledge-building activity.

Follow-up Activities
 1. Talk about what it takes to feed and care for a pet. How is caring 
 for a dog different from caring for a fish? How is it similar? If you   
 have a pet, how do you help care for it? If you don’t, would you like   
 a pet? How would you help take care of it? 

 2. Read a story about a pet budgie named  
 Barnaby who flies away when his owner  
 brings home a little yellow canary.

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text
Science: animals; needs and characteristics of living things
Media Literacy
Critical Thinking

Discovery
Ask a Vet
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Read this month’s story together. Jot down basic plot points and summarize 
the story. Then focus on the writing craft. Discuss definitions of words like lead, 
dialogue, author, setting, conflict, and point of view. Work together to answer the 
following questions:
 
Discussion Prompts:
 1. Did the lead paragraph hook your interest? Why or why not? 

 2. What is the story’s setting? 

 3. How does the author use dialogue? 

 4. How do the illustrations enhance or help the story? 

 5. What type of conflict was in the story? 

 6. Describe how the conflict was resolved.

 7. What do you think the title means?

Fiction
Peaceful Pets

Follow-up Activity
Review past issues of Chickadee and apply the questions above to the stories.

Classroom Connections:  
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; understanding story elements; 
critical analysis 
Visual Art


