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Insider
How to Spot Fake News

This month’s Insider explores how to be smart about the news. Read the article and 
then create a word wall to help define the terminology. A word wall is a collection 
of words that provide reference support for reading or writing. They can be high-
frequency words or unfamiliar words.

Follow-up Activity 
Go online and find a news source. Do you think it’s credible or not? Why do you think 
so? Give evidence to support your claim using information from OWL. 
 
Classroom Connections 
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text 
Media Literacy
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This month’s Incredible looks at plants that evolved alongside dinosaurs. Read the text 
and answer the questions below in this reader response.

Incredible!
Prehistoric Plants

Reader Response Questions: 

1. When do scientists think plants first appeared on land?

2. How did plants make a welcoming habitat on land for animals?

3. Where can you find the dinosaur tree today?

4. Why do scientists think liverworts were the likely ancestor of all land plants?
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Incredible!
Prehistoric Plants

Follow-up Activity 
Head outside and find three different plants in a park or your yard. Snap a photo if you 
can and see if you can identify them by researching online. What role do these plants 
play in the environment? How do people use them? 

Classroom Connections:  
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text 
Science: environment; conservation; biology; ecological relationships; plants

5. When did magnolias produce some of Earth’s first flowers?

6. Which plant is referred to as a “living fossil”?

7. What role did ferns play in making the land liveable for large animals?
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Max Finder Mystery
The Case of the 
Missing Mascot

Read the Max Finder Mystery, and then write each suspect’s name and alibi in the box 
below to help solve the crime and uncover the culprit. 

Name: The Case of the Missing Mascot

Suspect Alibi
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Max Finder Mystery
The Case of the 
Missing Mascot

Follow-up Activities 
 • Go back to the story and focus on the art. Were there any visual clues pointing 
  to the real culprit? If so, what were they? If not, what could the illustrator have  
  inserted to hint at who stole the school mascot?

 • Now focus on the text. How is the writing used to throw off readers and make 
  them believe there are multiple culprits? Do you think the writer could have 
  done anything differently?

Classroom Connections:  
Language Arts: reading; graphic stories; mysteries 
Visual Arts


