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Animal of the Month 
Shima Enaga 

Classroom Connections: Science: life science; animals

Follow-up Activity
Shima enagas are found only in Hokkaido. Research and make a short list of other 
animals known for living only in Japan. Which animals had you heard of before? 
Which ones were new?

 Animal Fast Facts
• One shima enaga bird weighs less than a cherry.

• They eat spiders, insects, and butterfly and moth eggs.
• They live in the forests of Hokkaido, Japan.
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This month, Discovery is about how animals adapt to winter weather. Read the 
article, and then answer the questionnaire below. You may need to go back and 
review the text to find the answer.

 

Follow-up Activity
Research to find one other animal example for each of the four adaptations 
described in Chickadee. Can you think of any other winter adaptations?
 
Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational 
text; Science: animals; habitats; needs and characteristics of living things; growth and 
changes in animals; camouflage; adaptation; migration

Discovery
Winter Ready!

Winter Ready Questionnaire 
1. Name three reasons animals migrate.

2. What happens to animals’ bodies during true hibernation?

3. How is torpor different from true hibernation?

4. How does more fur protect animals from the cold?
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Fiction 
Kojo’s Holiday 

Before you read this month’s story, predict what you think it’s about by looking 
at the title and illustrations. Then read the story and answer the following 
discussion questions. 

 1. What does Kojo like about Christmas? Why doesn’t he want it to  
  be over?

 2. What holiday does Kojo discover on his tablet? What does he decide 
  to do?

 3. What happens when Akosua discovers Kojo gathering items for 
  his plan? What would you do in his situation?

 4. How does Kojo’s family respond when they see his Kwanzaa display? 

 5. How do Kojo and his family celebrate Kwanzaa? How is Kwanzaa a 
  celebration of their culture and heritage?

 6. What special holiday do you celebrate with your family?  
  What traditions and foods are part of your celebration?

Follow-up Activities
Read a book by the story’s author, Nadia L. Hohn,  
such as A Likkle Miss Lou, a picture book biography  
about Louise Bennett Coverley, the poet and  
entertainer known for popularizing the use of  
patois in music and poetry.
 

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; predictions
Social Studies: heritage and identity; traditions and celebrations


