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Amazing Animal 
Snowy Owls

 Classroom Connections: Science: animals; life science; characteristics of living things

Illustration: R
oyalty-free (G

ettyiStock)      

 
Snowy Owl Fun Facts
• Snowy owls are about the 

size of a large cat. 
• They eat birds, rabbits and 

rodents, like lemmings.
• They live in snowy regions 

of North America, Europe,  
and Asia.

Follow-up Activity 
Most owls hunt at night and sleep during the day, but snowy owls can hunt and sleep 
day or night. Find a photo online of another kind of owl. How are these owls different 
from snowy owls? How are they similar?
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This month, Chirp readers learn about snowflakes. Read the article together. Then make 
a word wall of key vocabulary from the text. Organize the words in alphabetical order or 
in clusters. Try using the words in sentences to make meaning of them.

Look and Learn
Super Snowflakes

Follow-up Activities
 1. Learn more about snow in a book such as The Story of Snow: The Science of 
  Winter’s Wonder by Mark Cassino and Jon Nelson.
 2. Talk about your experiences of snow together. Have you built a snowperson or 
  made snow angels? Have you shoveled a path? What was it like?

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: understanding informational text, writing
Social Studies: communication and languages
Science: weather; seasons; solids, liquids, gas; structures in nature

Droplets Freeze Stick

Plate Star Dendrite

Column Capped Column Ice

Crystal Points Melt
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Read the story together. Then use the question prompts below to guide your 
discussion. Note: Before you begin, talk about the title and look at the art.  
Ask readers to infer what the story is about, and encourage them to share their 
own anecdotes about visiting grandparents or other relatives. This will provide 
them with a context when reading or listening to the text.
 
Discussion Questions: 
 1. What is the title of this story? Who is Baba? What do you call 
  grandparents in your family?
 2. What does the kitchen smell like? What is Baba cooking?  
  What are your favourite cooking smells? 
 3. What are the family doing while they wait for the meal to  
  be ready? What sounds does the narrator hear?
 4. What does the narrator see around the kitchen and through  
  the window? What else do you see in the illustrations?
 5. Who comes in from the cold at the end of the story? Who is Dido?
 6. Have you ever had to wait for something? How did you feel? 
  How did you pass the time while you were waiting?
 7. Do you have any relatives who were born in a different country 
  from you? Do they speak another language? Do they prepare 
  traditional foods for your family?

Follow-up Activities
 • Draw a picture illustrating a time you visited a grandparent or relative. 
  Share it with your family or your class and describe why it was special.
 • Read another story by illustrator Alice Carter,  
  such as Pierre & Paul:  Avalanche! written by  
  Caroline Adderson, a bilingual (French and 
  English) book about two friends who make  
  a mountain of a sandwich. 

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; making 
inferences/interpreting texts; understanding story elements; Social Studies: heritage 
and identity; world connections; family; Character Education

Let’s Read
In Baba’s Tiny Kitchen 


