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Insider
The Cold Hard Facts 
on Permafrost

This month’s Insider explores the effects of melting permafrost. Read the article and 
then create a word wall to help define the terminology. A word wall is a collection 
of words that provide reference support for reading or writing. They can be high-
frequency or unfamiliar words.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow-up Activities 
What happens when permafrost melts? See for yourself! Make your own permafrost, 
place a structure on it, and watch what happens when your permafrost melts. 
Find instructions here: https://www.pbs.org/edens/denali/permawht.htm  

Classroom Connections:  
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text 
Science: environment; conservation; geology; ecological relationships; interpreting 
observations; climate change
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This month’s Incredible looks at the amazing pangolin, which has the 
unfortunate distinction of being one of the world’s most trafficked animals. 
Read the article and think about the questions below. Then come up with 
a social media campaign to raise awareness about endangered animals like 
pangolins.

 • What does it mean if an animal is endangered?
 • What is animal trafficking?
 • Why is it important to protect trafficked and endangered animals? 

Follow-up Activity
If you were to launch a social media campaign to help endangered animals, 
what would you do? Which platform would you use? Would you create a 
video? Use animal emojis? Would you try to involve a celebrity spokesperson 
or a science expert? Come up with a plan and write it out.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; 
understanding informational text
Science: environment; conservation; observation of living things; animals
Media Literacy

Incredible!
Meet the Perplexing 
Pangolin
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Discuss how to read a comic by reading this month’s installment of 
“Dinosaurs from Outer Space” three times: First, read the text and disregard 
the art. The second time, focus solely on the art. When you read for the third 
time, look at the how the art and text work together to tell the story.

Guiding Questions:
 • How is reading this comic different from reading a chapter book?
 • What are some common comic features?
 • Does the order of the panels affect the story? Why or why not?
 • How do the art and text work together to move the story along? 
 • What happens between panels? Does the story continue?
 • How do you think the artist chooses what to draw on each panel?
 • What did you learn after reading the comic for a third time?

Follow-up Activities
Create an alternate ending for the comic—what would happen if the 
instructor did not give Byron the medal? Draw the panel(s) and write the 
text for your idea.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: creative writing; comics; reading 
comprehension; understanding story elements;
Visual Arts: creative expression; drawing; visual literacy

Comic
Dinosaurs from 
Outer Space


