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Animal of the Month 
Panther Chameleon 

 Animal Fast Facts
• Panther chameleons are about the size of a grown-up’s forearm.

• They mostly eat insects.
• They live in rainforests on the island of Madagascar.

Follow-up Activity:
There are about 200 species of chameleon in the world, and almost half of them 
live in Madagascar. Find Madagascar on a world map. Then research to find out 
which other animals live there. How many can you come up with? Which ones 
were new to you?

Classroom Connections: Science: life science; animals
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This month’s Discovery looks at how the human eye sees colour. Read the 
article, and then create a word wall, which is a collection of words that 
provide reference and support when you’re reading and writing.  
Work together to understand the following terms:

Discovery
Brilliant Colours

Follow-up Activity
Make a list of all the colours you can think of. Go beyond red, yellow, and 
blue to include colours like russet, amber, and turquoise. How many can 
you name?

Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text
Science: human body

Wavelength Absorb Reflect Rod

Cone Energy Warm colours Cool colours
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Fiction 
Jupiter’s Gifts 

Before you read this month’s story, predict what you think will happen by 
looking at the title and illustrations. Then read the story and answer the 
following discussion questions. 

 1. Why does Jupiter sit in her window staring at Pencil Mountain?  
  What does she miss? How do you think she feels? Why?

 2. Who visits her there every day?

 3. What gifts do the inky black birds bring her? How does she use them?

 4. What gift does Jupiter have for the birds?

 5. Have you ever moved to a new place? If so, how did you feel? If not,  
  do you know anyone who is new to your school or neighbourhood?  
  How do you think they might feel?

 6. Did any of the characters change in the story? If so, who and in  
  what way?

 7. What do you think about the story’s title? If you had to give it a 
  different title, what would it be?

Follow-up Activities
Create a piece of art using items from nature. Try using pine needles or leaves as 
paint brushes or make a flower-petal collage. What will you come up with?

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; predictions
Visual Arts


