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Insider 
Tips from a Pro:  
Make Your Own Comic

This month, author/illustrator Angela Poon shares steps and tips for creating  
your own comics. Read the article, paying particular attention to the interview on  
page 19. Examine the questions and think about why they were chosen. Then have 
a discussion: 
 
 
 • How does the short interview capture what Angela does?

 • If this were a longer interview, what else would you ask?

 • How does the interview add to your understanding of the larger  
  “Make Your Own Comic” article?

 • In your opinion, can art be considered an expression of self?

 • If you could interview an expert, what topic would you choose?  
  Who would you interview?

 
Follow-up Activities 
Give it a try! Following Angela’s steps and tips from OWL, create your own comic. 
After you finish, reflect back and think about which parts of the process came easily 
to you. Which parts were a challenge?

Classroom Connections:  
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text; 
interviewing; graphic novels 
Visual Art
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This month, OWL discusses the role of citizen scientists in data collection. 
Grab your supplies (a camera, phone, binoculars, or a notebook and pen) 
and head outdoors to try it for yourself. 

Before you go, draw up a plan. Maybe you’ll want to focus on one thing to 
start, such as birds or insects or flowers. If you have a device, bring it along 
so you can snap a picture and upload it to an app like the ones in OWL.  
And decide where you want to observe. Maybe you have a park nearby,  
or you might want to focus on a corner of your own yard.

When you get back, think about what you noticed. What were the conditions 
like (was it sunny or cool or windy)? Did anything surprise you? What would 
you do differently next time you go out to observe?

Finally, think about reasons why citizen science can be important. Make a list 
and see how many you can come up with.

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text
Science: observation of living things; environment; conservation; life science; 
animals; habitats; biology; biodiversity; ecological relationships
Media Literacy

Incredible
Citizens Engage!
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March is International Black Women in Jazz Month, and this month’s Snapshot 
features a timeline of influential Black musicians and singers who have changed 
the history of jazz. Read the timeline, and then select one of the jazz icons 
or research to find another. Dive deeper into the artist’s life, using resources 
such as websites and books, to write a short profile. Include main details 
such as the musician’s major contributions to jazz, why those contributions 
are important, and what obstacles she faced. Other interesting details could 
be where and when the musician was born, and how she got her start as a 
younger person. Include a picture of the musician if you can.

Follow-up Activity
Listen to some jazz, starting with the artist you profiled. What do you like 
about the music? How is it different from other music genres that you  
listen to?

Classroom Connections:  
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text
Social Studies: heritage and identity; history; multiculturalism; North America
Character Education: diversity and inclusivity
Music

Snapshot
Feel the Beat!


