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Animal of the Month 
African Grey Parrot 

    Animal Fast Facts
• African grey parrots  

are about as tall as an 
average housecat. 

• They eat fruit, seeds,  
buds, and insects.

• They live in forests 
in parts of central  
and West Africa. 

Follow-up Activity:
Read the following statements about African grey parrots. Colour boxes with true 
info green, and colour the false boxes red.

Classroom Connections: Science: animals; life science; characteristics of living 
things; habitats

African grey parrots live in caves. 

African grey parrots mimic, or copy, the calls of other birds. 

A group of African grey parrots is called a fledgling. 

Parrot babies stay with their parents for their entire lives.  

African grey parrot moms lay their eggs in tree holes. 

At night, over 100 African grey parrots may gather in one tree. 

Answers: F, T, F, F, T, T 
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This month’s Discovery answered questions from readers all about school. 
Discuss some of the answers and then dig in to the following school questions 
that are just for you: 

 1. If you were a teacher, what topic would you want to teach  
  your students? Why?
 

 2. When you have homework, do you prefer to do it right after you get 
  home from school or later in the evening?
 

 3. Some schools don’t assign any homework to their students. Do you 
  think that’s a good idea? Why or why not?
 

 4. During virtual learning, what did you miss most about in-person 
  learning? Were there things you didn’t miss? 
 

 5. What is your favourite subject? Why do you like it so much?  

 6. If you got to choose your class field trip, where would you want to go?

Discovery
You Asked: School Edition!

Follow-up Activity
Some kids around the world go to school in different and unusual places, like 
on a boat, in a cave, or up in a treehouse. Research to find out more about 
unique schools. Is there one you’d like to attend? 

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; 
understanding informational text; Social studies: education
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Fiction 
Teacher’s Pet 

Before you read this month’s story, predict what you think will happen by 
looking at the title and illustrations. Then read the story and answer the 
following discussion questions: 

 
 1. Who is narrating the story?

 2. What does Ruff-Ruff like to grab off Dad’s head?

 3. What game does Ruff-Ruff play with Dad and Anika?

 4. Which animal does Ruff-Ruff like to chase? How many times has  
  Ruff-Ruff already chased this animal at the beginning of the story?

 5. What are the names of the two friends that Ruff-Ruff makes at  
  Dog School?

 6. What did Ruff-Ruff like about Dog School?

 7. By the end of the first day of Dog School, does Ruff-Ruff want to  
  come back again?

 8. Have you ever tried to train a pet or teach it a trick? Was it easy  
  or difficult? What did you learn?

Follow-up Activities
If you could have a classroom pet, what would you choose? Draw a picture of 
your pet with you and your classmates.  

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; predictions; writing


