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This month’s Insider is an excerpt of a book that looks at secret schools with hidden 
classrooms where kids and adults learn. Read the excerpt and then answer or discuss 
the following questions: 
 
1. What are some of the reasons why people were forced to attend  
 secret classrooms?

2. Why were people willing to risk their lives to get an education?

3. Why do you think people defied the laws and chose to teach students in secret?

4. What lessons can we take away from the students and teachers in secret schools?

5. After reading this excerpt, has it changed the way you think about school and 
 your school day? If so, how has it changed?

Follow-up Activities 
 • What surprised you most while reading this excerpt? If you could talk to  
  a student learning in a secret school, what would you ask them?

 • Research to find out about other secret schools.  
  You might begin by reading the rest of Secret Schools:  
  True Stories of the Determination to Learn  
  by Heather Camlot and Erin Taniguchi. 

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text; Social Studies: local and global community; education; human 
rights; communication; critical thinking; Character Education: courage; perseverance; 
resilience 



OWL September 2022 © Owlkids 2022
This is a free teacher/parent resource from www.owlkids.com. 2

This month’s Incredible looks at animals that get around by hitching a ride on 
other creatures. Read the feature and answer the following questions:   
 
 1. How long does a giant anteater pup ride on its mom’s back? 

 2. What creature is also known as a suckerfish? Where does this  
  nickname come from?

 3. Where does the sloth moth deposit its eggs? Why does it place  
  them here?

 4. How does a young Egyptian fruit bat learn to get around its habitat?

 5. What are the two reasons why marsh frogs hop aboard water buffalo?

Follow-up Activity
 • Which animal pair in the article surprised you the most? Why?
 • Research other unusual ways that animals travel. For instance, some 
  snakes fly through trees and a few fish walk! Which animal do you 
  think has the strangest way of getting around?

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; 
understanding informational text; Science: biology; observation of living things; 
life science; animals; needs and characteristics of living things; ecological 
relationships

Incredible
My Ride’s Here!
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This month’s Snapshot explores how the internet came to be. Read the article 
and then create a word wall to help define the terminology. A word wall is 
a collection of words that provide reference support for reading or writing. 
They can be high frequency or unfamiliar words.

Snapshot
Enter the Internet!

Follow-up Activities
 • One of the ways we communicate on the internet is by using emojis  
  (small symbols that express our emotions). What is your favourite  
  emoji? If you could create a brand-new emoji, what would it look like? 
  What emotion would it represent?” 
 • Research early forms of communication that were used long 
  before the internet. For instance, carrier pigeons were once used to 
  share information with others. Did you find any form of   
  communication that surprised you?

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; understanding informational 
text; Science: technology; communication; computer science; History
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