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Animal of the Month 
Marine Iguana  

Animal Fast Facts
• Marine iguanas are about the same size as a fox. 
• They eat algae, grasshoppers, and crustaceans.

• They live on lava beaches of the Galápagos Islands. 

Follow-up Activity:
Marine iguanas can swim underwater and hold their breath for up to an hour. 
Research online to find other animals that live both on land and in the water, such 
as the seal and the beaver. Can any of these creatures hold their breath as long as 
the marine iguana? Which one holds its breath the longest?

Classroom Connections: Science: animals; life science; characteristics of living 
things; habitats; biology
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This month’s Discovery takes us to space for a tour of the International Space 
Station, or ISS for short. Read the article and then take this quiz to test your 
knowledge. You may need to review the text to find the answers.   

ISS Quiz

Discovery
Super Space Station

1. How long have humans been travelling to the International Space Station?
 a. Under 15 years
 b. 24 years
 c. Over 30 years

2. The ISS is about the size of a:
 a. hockey rink
 b. soccer field
 c. tennis court

3. The ISS is made up of small rooms called:
 a. cubbies
 b. modules
 c. chambers

4. The leader of an expedition aboard the ISS is known as:
 a. the commander
 b. the big wig
 c. the chief officer 

5. Where do astronauts sleep on the ISS?
 a. In a special capsule
 b. Underneath a bed
 c. In a floating sleeping bag

Name: ________________________
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Discovery
Super Space Station

Follow-up Activity
 • Would you want to go on a mission to the ISS? Why or why not? 
  What would you be most excited about for a trip to space? 
  Would you be nervous about anything in particular?
 • Astronauts watch movies, read books, and play music while 
  aboard the ISS. If you were going on a space mission, what one 
  item would you be sure to bring with you?

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text; Science: technology; human body; adaptation; understanding 
Earth and space systems; interpreting observations; Technology: astronauts; 
shuttlesfunction; life science; biology

6. What happens to garbage aboard the ISS?
 a. It’s picked up by a spacecraft.
 b. The astronauts throw it out a window into space.
 c. It’s crushed in an onboard trash compactor.

7. There’s a new toilet on the ISS. What does it do?
 a. Turns waste into fuel for the space station
 b. Gives astronauts the latest news from Earth
 c. Recycles pee into drinking water

Answers: 1C; 2B; 3B; 4A; 5C; 6A; 7C
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Fiction 
Home, Sweet Home 

Before you read this month’s story, look and scan the illustrations to predict 
what is going to happen. Then read the story and answer the following 
discussion questions:  
 

 1. At the beginning of the story, how does the main character feel  

  about moving?

 2. Have you ever moved to a new home? If so, how did you feel about  

  the move at first?

 3. Who are the new neighbours in the story?

 4. How does the main character feel after meeting them? What do  

  Mom and Day think of the neighbours? 

 5. What happens while the main character is in their room?

 6. How do you think Mom and Dad are feeling after seeing the main 

  character’s new friends?

Follow-up Activity
What do you think happened after the story ended? Discuss your ideas with your 
classmates. You can also make your own graphic story or comic strip to show 
what happened after the main character introduced their new friends to Mom  
and Dad. 

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; making inferences/interpreting 


