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Animal of the Month 
Dovekie 

Animal Fast Facts
• Dovekies are about the  

size of a grapefruit. 
• They eat shellfish,  
shrimp, and plankton.

• They nest around the  
Arctic Circle.

Follow-up Activity
Read the following statements about dovekies. Colour boxes with true info green, 
and colour the false boxes red.

q Dovekies nest on rock cliffs. 
q They use their beak to swim through the water.
q The dovekie is also known as a bull bird.
q Dovekies live in colonies that can have millions of birds. 
q A female dovekie lays eight eggs in its nest. 
q Dovekies carry food for their young in pouches found in their throats. 
 

Classroom Connections:  
Science: animals; life science; needs and characteristics of living things; habitats

Answers: T, F, T, T, F, T
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This month’s Discovery gives you the science behind gemstones—like diamonds, emeralds, 
and rubies. Before reading the text, create a K-W-L chart. Fill in the first two columns of 
the chart. Then go back and fill in the third after you read the text.  A fourth column has 
been added for jotting notes about how to learn more.

Discovery
What a Gem!

Follow-up Activity:
What is your birthstone? Look back at the article to find out which gem is the 
birthstone for your family, friends, and classmates. Research online to see what other 
interesting information you can find out about your birthstone, like how it’s formed and 
where it’s mined.

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text; Science: geology; rocks and minerals; Social Studies: traditions and 
celebrations; history; cultures and societies

K What I Know W What I want 
           to Learn L What I Learned Notes
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Questions 
You Asked? 

Chick and Dee answered a few questions from readers. Read their responses,  
then answer these questions: 
 

 1. What can happen when you lean on a particular body part for a long time?

 2. What do the nerves in your body do?  

 3. What can you do to get rid of a pins-and-needles feeling?

 4. Which part of an airplane helps push it up in the air?

 5. How many years ago was the Earth formed? 

 6. Water on Earth comes in three forms. What are they?

Follow-up Activity
Think about a question you have.  Ask your classmates to share the questions they 
wonder about themselves. Then choose one of these questions and work together 
to research and find the answer. 

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; making inferences/interpreting texts


