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Amazing Animal 
Macaws

Follow-up Activity 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hKZmdH2UC4  
to meet Sammy, a blue macaw at the San Diego Zoo. You can even watch  
how he uses his feet to climb and his beak to crack open hard nutshells!

Classroom Connections 
Animals; life science; characteristics of living things
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Macaws Fun Facts
• Macaws are about the size 

of a rooster. 
• They eat seeds and fruit.
• They live in rainforests in 

Central and South America. 
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Look and Learn
Meet an Artist

Follow-up Activity
See some of Skye’s other bead designs at: owlkids.com/beadwork.  Ask students if they 
have a favourite. What design would they choose to create in beadwork?

Classroom Connections 
Language Arts: understanding informational text; reading comprehension; making inferences/
interpreting texts; Science: animals; life science; characteristics of living things

Read the Look and Learn feature about Skye and her beadwork. Then see if students can 
put Skye’s beading steps in the right order:

 1. She choose her beads and puts them on a special mat, so they don’t roll away!  

 2. Skye uses her tablet to sketch out her design.   

 3. She sews the beads onto her drawing.  

 4. Skye sews her finished patch onto a hat or jacket.  

 5. She draws her final sketch on a piece of hard felt. 
Answers: 2; 5; 1; 3; 4
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Read the story or listen to it together at owlkids.com/audio. Then work as a 
group to answer the questions below. 

Note: Before you begin, look at the title and the art. Ask readers to infer what the story 
is about.

Question Prompts: 
 1. What festival is happening in the story? 
 2. What is a banig? What is it made of? 
 3. Where do Karina and Nanay pack the banig before they leave for  
  the festival?

 4. Why did Karina have to leave Nanay and get her cousin, Kiko?
 5. Why is Karina scared of the bridge? Is there anything that  
  frightens you?

 6. How does Karina finally make it across the bridge?
 7. What did the people at the festival think of Nanay’s banig?
 8. What happens when Karina arrives at the bridge again at the end  
  of the story? Why do you think Karina felt differently about crossing 
  the bridge this time?

Let’s Read
The Banig Festival

Follow-up Activities
Ask students if they’ve ever gotten over a fear of something? How did they 
overcome their fear? Do they have any other fears that they’d like to share or  
talk about? 

Classroom Connections: 
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; making inferences/interpreting texts; 
understanding story elements; Social Studies: traditions and celebrations; cultures; 
Character Education: courage; resilience things; Visual Art: creating; drawing


