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Insider 
Magnificent Manga!

This month’s Insider is all about manga. Read the article about these comics and 
graphic novels. Then answer or discuss the following questions: 
 
 1. What are manga?

 2. What are manga usually about? Who likes to reads these comics?

 3. What do you call an artist who draws manga?

 4. Can you name two manga comics that became popular around the 
  world beginning in the 1950s?

 5. What are the names of some groundbreaking manga artists?

 6. What is anime? How is it different from manga? 

 7. Each year, how many copies of manga are sold around the world?

 
Follow-up Activities 
Illustrator Miki Sato draws manga, and she shows you how to create a manga 
character at the end of the article. Follow her step-by-step guide. Try drawing a 
variety of manga characters using different eyes, body shapes, and clothing.  

Classroom Connections: Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding 
informational text; Visual Arts: critical thinking about visual arts; creating; drawing; 
Social Studies: history; heritage
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Read this month’s Incredible! to see how superheroes compare to the real-life 
animals that inspired them. Then test your superpowers with this quiz!

Incredible
Superheroes vs. Animals

1. Black Panther’s bodysuit can 
    make the superhero:
 a. shrink
 b. invisible
 c. immortal
 
2.  A black panther’s sharp  
    claws help it:
 a. crack open seeds and nuts
 b. groom its fur
 c. grip trees when climbing

3. When the Wasp puts on  
    her suit, she:
 a. shrinks 
 b. grows
 c. floats

 4. The potter wasp lays this many 
 eggs in its nest:
 a. one
 b. five
 c. fifteen 

 
 

5. Spider-Man got his superpowers 
after being bitten by a radioactive:
 a. slug 
 b. snail
 c. spider
 
6. How many pairs of eyes does the 
    banded garden spider have?
 a. three
 b. four
 c. five

7. Rocket Raccoon is an expert:
 a. pilot
 b. astronaut
 c. hang-glider

8.  A raccoon eats:
 a. plants
 b. animals
 c. both a and b
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Follow-up Activity
Come up with a list of other superheroes or villains that are inspired by 
animals. Think Wolverine, Hawkeye, and Catwoman. Compare one of the 
characters with its matching animal, similar to the article. Include each one’s 
home, backstory, features, and tools. 

Classroom Connections
Language Arts: reading comprehension; understanding informational text; 
critical thinking; creative writing; Science: animals; observation of living things; 
needs and characteristics of living things; habitats

Incredible
Superheroes vs. Animals

Answers: 1. B; 2. C; 3. A; 4. A; 5. C; 6. B; 7. A; 8. C
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This month’s Snapshot takes a look back at the history of comics. Read the 
article and then answer the following questions:

 1.  What sports equipment was found on Iron Man’s suit in the 1970s?

 2.  How did comics originally get their name?

 3.  Who was the creator of the comic strip called Peanuts?

 4.  What did Wonder Woman do when she briefly lost her superpowers?

 5.  The Incredible Hulk didn’t start out green. What colour was he originally? 

 6.  Which manga series is the best-selling comic series?

 7.  Who invented the game of Calvinball? 

Snapshot
Completely Comics 

Follow-up Activity
Research online to find some more fun facts about comic books. For instance, 
the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles first appeared in a comic book before 
becoming part of a TV series. And a man from California has the largest 
collection of comic books—with almost 102,000 that he stores in his three-car 
garage! What other interesting facts can you find? 

Classroom Connections
Language Arts: reading; reading comprehension; understanding informational text


